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For Immediate Release: 
KATIE COX OF LOVINGTON NAMED EIU'S "OUTSTANDING SENIOR OF THE YEAR" 
CHARLESTON - John F. Kennedy once said, "Upon education rests the fate of our 
nation. " 
If all those responsible for education were as reliable as Katie M. Cox, the fate of the 
nation would be in good hands. 
Cox, a May 1998 graduate of Lovington High School and former student body president 
at Eastern Illinois University, has been named the institution's Outstanding Senior of the Year. 
She will be recognized during her commencement ceremony on Saturday, May 4, with a 
reception to follow. 
Presented by the Union Board, this award recognizes a senior student for his/her 
outstanding contribution to extra-curricular activities and student leadership. Nominees for the 
award also are evaluated on academic achievement, employment service and participation in 
community-related events or programming. 
Cox was nominated as Outstanding Senior of the Year by Richard Wandling, chair of 
Eastern's Department of Political Science. 
The daughter of David and Sharon Cox of Lovington, Katie has remained active on 
Eastern's campus since she first arrived as an Honors student in Fall 1998, three months after 
her graduation from Lovington High School. Her receipt of an Honors New Student Scholarship 
and Housing Waiver was among the first of several scholarships she received in light of her 
high academic performance. 
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Others include the EIU Parents Club Scholarship, the National Public Employees 
Roundtable Scholarship, the Old Main Academic Memorial Award, the Baumgartner 
Scholarship (through the College of Sciences), an Undergraduate Summer Research Grant 
(2001) and an Honors Continuing Student Scholarship. 
With political science with a concentration in public administration as her major, Cox 
quickly become involved in student politics. By the second semester of her freshman year at 
Eastern, she served as a student senator. She assumed the role of EIU student body executive 
vice president for public affairs in Spring 2001, and as student body president the following 
academic year. 
During the current 2001-2002 school year, she has served as chair of the EIU Student 
Action Team, a lobbying group, as well as chair for the Illinois Board of Higher Education 
Student Advisory Committee. She also serves as the student body representative on the EIU 
Presidential Search Committee and as the undergraduate representative on Eastern's Council 
on University Planning and Budget. 
Cox also has completed internships with the Coles County Regional Planning and 
Development Commission (Fall 2001), the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community 
Affairs (Summer 2001) and with State Rep. Julie A. Curry of Mt. Zion (Summers 1998 and 
2000). 
And when she walks through commencement ceremonies, she will do so "magna cum 
laude," sporting a 3.88 grade point average. 
As for Fall 2002, Cox plans to enroll part-time at the University of Illinois at Springfield, 
where she intends to do graduate work in policy stUdies. She has accepted a full-time, salaried 
position on the staff of the Illinois House Democrats through a university program which will 
allow her to receive graduate credit while working full-time. 
Concurrently (2002-2003 academic year), Cox will serve as student board member-elect 
to the Illinois Board of Higher Education. 
She plans to eventually get her law degree, then work as an education lobbyist or policy 
analyst at the state or federal level. 
She also is engaged to be married to Edward Sanner, a fellow EIU student and resident 
of Lovington. And, when time permits, she enjoys watching 24-hour news stations and "The 
West Wing," arguing politics and reading biographies on John and Robert Kennedy. 
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